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Gallery of Success

September, 2013

Dear Beachwood Residents:

Beachwood Schools is now accepting nominations of distinguished graduates for induction into the 
10th Beachwood High School Gallery of Success, which was created in 1985 by the Beachwood Board 
of Education. Although inductions are typically held every three years, this upcoming Gallery of Success 
was postponed due to the Beachwood High School renovation. To date, 111 alumni have been inducted.

Since so many of you are parents, relatives, or friends of Beachwood High School alumni, you likely know 
exceptional graduates to suggest for this honor. Nominees must be Beachwood High School graduates 
whose achievements since high school make them outstanding role models for our students. The nominee 
must exhibit achievements and distinction in one or more of the following criteria:  leadership, service, 
humanitarianism, creativity, courage, and/or career contributions that have benefited others. The 
inductees will be selected by a committee representing a cross-section of the Beachwood community.

Nomination forms are available on the Beachwood Schools website at www.beachwoodschools.org.  
The deadline for nominations is Friday, Nov. 22, 2013. If you need a form mailed to you, please contact 
Paula Zavell Rollins at 216-292-5600.

Alumni who are selected will be invited back to the high school for a weekend honoring their success and 
sharing their achievements with the student body, staff, and community.  The weekend will include an 
induction assembly, luncheon, and student “Meet and Greet” on Friday, April 11, 2014.  The honorees 
will also be our guests at an evening event sponsored by Beachwood Schools Foundation on Saturday, 
April 12, 2014. 

With your help, we will be able to make the Gallery of Success an ongoing success for our students, 
alumni, and all of Beachwood.  Thank you – we are counting on hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Paula Zavell Rollins
Coordinator, 2014 Gallery of Success
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Just as schools issue a report card 
to tell you how well your child 
is learning, school districts also 
receive a Local Report Card each 
August from the Ohio Department 
of Education. This report tells 

communities how well their schools are educating their students. 

If you have seen these reports in past years, you may have noticed 
something different. The old report card that used terms such as 
“Excellent” and “Continuous Improvement” to rate schools has 
been discontinued. This August, school districts received letter 
grades of A-F on nine ways of measuring school success.

Students Named National Merit Semifinalists

Six Beachwood seniors have been named 2014 National Merit Semifinalists: 
Scott Arkin, Zach Davis, Bingqing Hu, Anshika Niraj, Jacqueline Reu, and Kyra 
Reu. About 1.5 million juniors in more than 22,000 high schools entered the 
2014 National Merit Scholarship Program by taking the 2012 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. The 16,000 semifinalists nationwide 
who earned this honor represent less than 1 percent of high school seniors. They 
are expected to advance as finalists and compete for more than $35 million in 
National Merit Scholarships that will be offered in the spring.

Two Beachwood Schools staff members 
were honored with this year’s Crystal Apple 
Award. The school district administration 
presents the awards annually to one 
teaching staff member and one non-
teaching staff for exemplary service. This 
year’s recipients are Michele Toomey, 
an intervention specialist at Beachwood 
High School, and Elaine Montemarano, 
Beachwood Middle School secretary. Both 
have been employed with Beachwood 
Schools since 2007.

Staff Honored 
with Crystal Apple Awards

Elaine MontemaranoMichele Toomey

Ohio’s New Local Report Cards

These letter grades present a clearer picture of how schools are 
doing. Over the next two years, the department of education will 
add new ways of measuring how well schools are serving their 
students. By August 2015, school districts will earn grades on 18 
measures in six categories, and will also get an overall letter grade.

While we did not receive an overall letter grade this year, 
Beachwood Schools received an ‘A’ for our 109.0 performance 
index – our highest ever rating and the 16th highest of Ohio’s more 
than 600 public school districts. You may view our complete report 
card at www.beachwoodschools.org/reports.aspx.
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